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Welcome to the September edition of the BMS-NCM Newsletter!
Dear BMS member,

I hope you have had a nice and fruitful Summer time. In July some of you attended 7ECM, the 7th
European congress of Mathematics. The weekend before there was a meeting of the Council of the
European Mathematical Society. During that meeting it was decided that the next European congress
of Mathematics will be held in Slovenia from July 5th till 11th, 2020. A preliminary website is already
online at http://www.8ecm.si. We wish our Slovenian colleagues good luck with the organisation of
the congress.
In case you visited Paris during Summer, you might have seen the following sign on the house at 16
rue des Bernardins, Paris 75005.
ÉVARISTE GALOIS
1811 -1832
MATHÉMATICIEN ET RÉPUBLICAIN
L’UN DES FONDATEURS DE L’ ALGEBRE MODERNE
A VÉCU DANS CET IMMEUBLE EN 1831

This commemorative plaque was inaugurated on May 31st in presence of Anne Hidalgo, the mayor of
Paris, and Cédric Villani.
Sometimes we read that it was in the house of the rue des Bernardins that Galois wrote the 3 letters on
the night before his death. This is not correct. Galois wrote these letters in a room of a pension more
South of Paris, where he had been transferred from prison in March 1832 because of a cholera epidemic
in the city. This place was very close to the étang de la Glacière, where Galois died in a duel on May 30th,
1832. You can read much more about Galois in
http://www.patrimoine.asso.fr/contenu/galois/EVARISTE GALOIS.pdf (in French).
On the sad side, we heard that Jean-Christophe Yoccoz passed away at the age of 59 years only. Yoccoz (May 29, 1957 – September 3, 2016) was an expert on dynamical systems and was professor at the
Collège de France. He was awarded a Fields Medal in 1994. In that same year, our fellow Belgian mathematician Jean Bourgain (born 1954) was also awarded a Fields Medal. In our previous newsletters we
announced the conference Analysis and Beyond, celebrating Jean Bourgain’s work and impact, held at
the IAS in Princeton in May. For those who could not attend the conference, the IAS has made available
video recordings of all lectures online at https://video.ias.edu/analysisbeyond/2016/0521-24.
A few weeks ago the movie The Man who Knew Infinity appeared in the movie theatres in Belgium. If
you have time you should certainly go and see it. The movie tells the story of the life and academic
career of the pioneer Indian mathematician, Srinivasa Ramanujan, and his friendship with his mentor,
Professor G.H. Hardy.
Philippe Cara,
president of the BMS
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Meetings, Conferences, Lectures
September 2016

Save the Date !
21 September 2016
The Vrije Universiteit Brussel invites you to the conference
The Beautiful Impact of Mathematics in Society (BIMS)
at the VUB-campus in Etterbeek on the 21st of September 2016.
View in your browser
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=3c9d3c0660d4be7659f505d77id=22c0f00997e=e2048cbaa0
Mathematics is invaluable in science and technology, however it is seldom explicitly visible in our society. At this conference we put mathematics in the spotlight and work towards an integrated approach
for mathematics in education, teacher training, research, society and innovation.
We have put together fascinating program featuring 6 inspiring speakers.
Day program (VUB-campus):
• 09:00 Welcome by our new rector Caroline Pauwels;
• 09:30 Wil Schilders (Director Platform Wiskunde Nederland), Deltaplan Wiskunde (NL);
• 10:30 Raymonda Verdyck (Head of Gemeenschapsonderwijs GO!), Mathematics in education
(NL);
• 11:30 Etienne Ghys (Mathematics researcher renowned for his science communication), Mathematical research (EN);
• 14:00 Jan Bogaerts (Head of European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer), Mathematics in Healthcare (EN);
• 15:00 Ton Kalker (VP of DRM Software Security at DTS), Mathematics in Industry Innovation
(EN);
• 16:00 Simon Singh (Writer of the blockbusters ”Fermat’s Last Theorem” ”The Code Book”), Stimulating mathematical talent (EN).
In the evening at 19:00 we share our pleasure in doing mathematics by delving together in some mathematical problems and enigmas while having drinks in the center of Brussels “A la Mort Subite”: a real
Maths Jam!
Registration is free but required.
Click the links for more information and to register:
http://www.wtnschp.be/event/the-beautiful-impact-of-mathematics-in-society/
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May 2017

Save the date!
Joint VVWL–SBPMef–BMS congress
Brussels, May 25–27, 2017
In May next year we plan a joint conference with the two main teacher’s associations in Belgium: the
Vlaamse Vereniging voor Wiskundeleraars (VVWL) and the Société Belge des Professeurs de Mathématique
d’expression française (SBPMef). The conference is aimed at highschool mathematics teachers and
other professional mathematicians who care about mathematics education.
More information in our next Newsletters!

1.3

August 2017

11th International Conference on Clifford Algebras and Their Applications in Mathematical Physics
Date: 07.08.2017 – 11.08.2017 – Venue: Ghent University, Faculty of Engineering and Architecture,
Jozef Plateaustraat 22, B-9000, Gent, Belgium
Main organizer: Hennie De Schepper – Info: http://www.icca11.ugent.be – Contact: <icca11@ugent.be>
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PhD theses

No thesis announcements this time.
Will you defend your PhD soon? Do you have a student who is about to obtain his PhD? Grab the

opportunity to announce it in our Newsletter!
Next Newsletter will appear on November 15. The deadline for contributions is November 10. Contact
Françoise Bastin <F.Bastin@ulg.ac.be> with title, abstract and defence date/place.
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History, maths and art, fiction, jokes, quotations . . .
Movie

Have a look at informations and review about the film “The man who knew infinity” (in fact Ramanujan): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NP0lUqNAw3k
and http://www.ams.org/journals/notices/201602/rnoti-p178.pdf

3.2

Adhemar’s corner

To read during autumn evenings and . . . anytime, please find here some reviews from Adhemar Bultheel.
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