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Nationaal Comité voor Wiskunde

Newsletter of the Belgian Mathematical
Society and the National Committee for
Mathematics
ULB Campus Plaine, C.P. 218/01,
Bld du Triomphe, B-1050 Brussels,
Belgium
Website:
http://bms.ulb.ac.be
Newsletter: F.Bastin@ulg.ac.be
Tel. F. Bastin, ULg: (32)(4) 366 94 74

Contents
1

News from the BMS & NCM

3

2

Meetings, Conferences, Lectures

4

3

PhD theses

7

4

Electronic version of the Bulletin

7

5

Job announcements

7

6

History, maths and art, fiction, jokes, quotations . . .

7

BMS-NCM Newsletter

#111, January 15, 2017

2

What’s happening in Belgian Maths?
I don’t know. To be more precise: I know something but I would very much like to know more about
what is happening in Mathematics. One of the missions of the Belgian Mathematical Society is to be
a communication platform among mathematicians in Belgium. For this we set up a web page (which
is being modernised by our new web master), a newsletter, a twitter account and a facebook page. So
technology is available but we still have to feed it with information. While preparing this newsletter
we received almost no announcements or information. I am sure this does not mean that mathematics
is dying in Belgium. There are probably lots of channels to spread information and everyone has
his favourite. Nevertheless I think it is worth the effort for all our members to communicate events,
conferences, seminars and I would like to encourage YOU to do so.
Next Newsletter will appear on March 15. The deadline for contributions is March 8. Contact Françoise
Bastin <F.Bastin@ulg.ac.be> with all information you want to share!
You can follow BelgianMathS on twitter and tweet announcements or other interesting information to
@BelgianMathS.
We also have a facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BelgianMathS. This page is your page!
Please help us to keep it up to date and interesting by sending us nice links and information to Yvik
Swan yvik.swan@ulg.ac.be
The end of 2016 brought some important good news for Belgian Mathematics: Jean Bourgain (Fields
Medal 1994, since then at IAS Princeton) was awarded the 2017 Breakthrough Prize in Mathematics.

The Breakthrough prizes are funded by a grant from Mark Zuckerberg’s fund at the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation, and a grant from the Milner Foundation. Mark Zuckerberg is the founder of
Facebook and Yuri Milner is a Russian entrepreneur involved with many IT companies like Twitter and
Facebook. More information at https://breakthroughprize.org/News/34 and https://www.ias.edu/pressreleases/2016/bourgain-breakthrough
I wish you all a very happy year 2017 and hope it will bring you lots of joy and great mathematical
moments.
Philippe Cara,
BMS president
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News from the BMS & NCM
Membership dues for 2017

With the new year also comes the time to renew your BMS membership.
The basic BMS membership fee remains unchanged: 20¤ per year. See below for reciprocity membership.
You can either pay via bank transfer (BIC: GEBABEBB / IBAN: BE70 0011 7447 8525)
or via PayPal (see http://bms.ulb.ac.be/membership/paypal.php).
Our address is:
Belgian Mathematical Society
Campus de la Plaine, C.P. 218/01
Boulevard du Triomphe
B-1050 Brussels, BELGIUM
As a member,
• you will receive five times a year BMS-NCM NEWS, the newsletter of the BMS and of the National Committee for Mathematics (NCM), containing information on what’s going on in Mathematics in Belgium.
• you will receive the “Bulletin of the BMS - Simon Stevin”, a periodical containing peer reviewed
papers as well as book reviews. If you prefer not to receive the Bulletin of the BMS–Simon Stevin
on paper, you can get it electronically. See section 4 for details.
• you will benefit from reciprocity agreements with the AMS, EMS, DMV, LMS, RSME, SMF, SBPMef, VVWL and KWG. This means you get a reduced membership fee for these societies. In case
you are already member of one of these societies, your membership fee for the BMS is reduced
to 18¤. Details can be found on http://bms.ulb.ac.be/membership/reciproc.php
• you give our Society the possibility to develop actions: organizing meetings, promoting Mathematics and lobbying with the authorities.
Some realizations of our Society: the BMS has conceived and promoted the online access to
Zentralblatt in the Belgian universities; starting last year, the BMS also grants (financial) support
for initiatives aimed at (future) mathematics students.

1.2

Reciprocity and combined membership

The BMS has reciprocity agreements with the AMS, EMS, DMV, LMS, RSME, SMF, SBPMef, VVWL
and KWG. In case you are already member of one of these societies, your membership fee for the BMS
is reduced to 18¤. Details can be found on http://bms.ulb.ac.be/membership/reciproc.php
We summarize the most common combined memberships:
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BMS with reciprocity
BMS + EMS
BMS + EMS with reciprocity
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20,00¤
18,00¤
45,00¤
43,00¤

Note that the EMS (European Mathematical Society) membership fee of 25,00¤ is allowed only to
persons belonging to an EMS corporate member society, such as the BMS. The individual EMS membership fee is 50,00¤ otherwise.
Note that it is now preferred that you pay your EMS membership fee directly to the EMS. See http://www.euromath-soc.eu/ems payment new/ems payment new.html for details.
For your convenience however, it is still possible to pay for a combined EMS+BMS membership (i.e.
45,00¤ or 43,00¤) by bank transfer (BIC: GEBABEBB / IBAN: BE70 0011 7447 8525) or PayPal. We will
then forward your EMS membership fee to the European Mathematical Society.

1.3

Checking your membership status

To check whether we have received your dues, go to our online database.
Try typing your family name in the search box. If you agreed to have your institution and e-mail in our
public database at the time you became a member, you will see your institution and e-mail address.
You will also see the year in which you last paid your dues.
If you forgot to pay for more than one year, you will get no response from our database as you are not a member
anymore! In this case we suggest you to re-apply for membership by filling out the online form at
http://bms.ulb.ac.be/membership/appliform.php and transfer your membership fee asap.

1.4

Address changes

If you would like to alter the information we use to communicate with you (e-mail and/or postal
address) or anything else about your membership, you can either fill out the membership form at
http://bms.ulb.ac.be/membership/appliform.php or simply contact the secretary of the Society at
<bms@ulb.ac.be>.
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Meetings, Conferences, Lectures
January 2017
Model theory and applications
Mons, January 16th - 19th, 2017

This workshop will be dedicated to model theory and its applications to algebra and other branches
of mathematics. It will be the opportunity to review some lines of the subject as well as to focus on its
recent developments. The panel of invited speakers reflects the large diversity of applications.
More details on the website of the workshop
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http://www.mathconf.org/mta2017
Speakers and lectures
• Luc Bélair (Montréal), The logic of decimals.
• Alexis Bès (Paris-Créteil), Logic, automata and numeration systems.
• Zoé Chatzidakis (ENS Paris), Model theory of difference fields and applications to problems in
diophantine geometry.
• Raf Cluckers (CNRS, Lille, KU Leuven), A tameness notion for definable sets in valued fields.
• Paola D’Aquino (Caserta, Napoli2), TBA
• Arthur Forey (ENS Paris), TBA
• Andrew M.W. Glass (Cambridge), The model theory of?-permutation groups (joint work with
John S. Wilson).
• Immanuel Halupczok (Düsseldorf), TBA
• Jonathan Kirby(East-Anglia), Exponential-algebraic closedness.
• Angus Macintyre (Queen Mary, University of London), Model Theory of Local Rings and Related
Structures.
• Nathanaël Mariaule (Mons), Some remarks about the field of p-adics expanded by a multiplicative subgroup.
• Dugald Macpherson (Leeds), Definable simple groups in valued fields.
• Michel Rigo (Liège), Is Büchi’s theorem useful for you?
• Katrin Tent (Münster), Profinite NIP groups.
• Frank Wagner (Lyon), Almost invariant families (joint work with Itaı̈ Ben Yaacov).
See more information at the address https://www.uclouvain.be/684817.html
This conference is organized with the support of FRS-FNRS, CNRL, ASL & UMONS (Complexys)

2.2

May 2017
Joint congress of BMS with Belgian Mathematics Teachers’ Associations VVWL and SBPMef
Brussels, May 25th - 27th, 2017

La Société Belge de Mathématique (SBM) organise, les 25, 26 et 27 mai prochains, un congrès à Bruxelles
conjointement avec les associations d’enseignants de mathématiques des deux côtés de la frontière
linguistique.
On May 25–27th, 2017, the Belgian Mathematical Society will organise a joint conference in Brussels
with the mathematics teachers’ associations of Flanders and Wallonia.
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Van 25 tot 27 mei 2017 zal het Belgisch Wiskundig Genootschap in Brussel een gemeenschappelijk
congres organiseren met de verenigingen voor wiskundeleraren van beide kanten van de taalgrens.
Location: Maria Boodschap Lyceum, Moutstraat 22, 1000 Brussel (TBC).
Program:
• Plenary speakers:
– Rik Verhulst (former teacher and lecturer, author of many mathematics books)
– Giovanni Samaey (KULeuven)
– Davy Paindaveine (ULB, Godeaux Lecture)
– Jeanine Daems (One of the “Wiskundemeisjes”)
– Jean Doyen (ULB)
– Jean Mawhin (UCLouvain)
• Afternoon: Several workshops for teachers and academics: TBA
• Late afternoon/evening:
– Round table discussion on why bright and talented pupils don’t choose for mathematics
studies.
– MathsJam
– Cinémath
Each day of the conference will be in a different language (Flemish, English, French).
Registration will soon open at http://bms.ulb.ac.be/mathconf2017/.
Organising committee: Michel Sebille, Christian Michaux, Isabel Goffa, Filip Moons, Yvik Swan, Philippe
Cara.

2.3

June 2017
Meeting of the FNRS Functional Analysis group
Han-sur -Lesse, June 8th - 9th, 2017

On June 8-9, “Domaine des Masures”, Han-sur -Lesse: Meeting of the FNRS Functional Analysis
group. More informations will be available in the next Newsletter.

Groups, Rings and the Yang-Baxter equation
Spa, June 18th - 24th, 2017
A conference on ”Groups, Rings and the Yang-Baxter equation” will be held at Domain Sol Cress in the
beautiful town of Spa, Belgium. The international conference focusses on recent developments in the
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areas of ring theory, group theory and the new structure, called braces, that recently has attracted a lot
of attention because of its role in a description of set-theoretic solutions of the Yang-Baxter equation.
Special emphasis is given on the relations between these areas and in particular on topics where a
mixture of methods (involving these theories) has been used. Some topics of particular interest are:
group rings, unit groups, (graded) rings and also various algebraic structures used in the context of
the Yang-Baxter Equation.
See poster at the end of this newletter and http://homepages.vub.ac.be/abachle/gryb/

3

PhD theses

Will you defend your PhD soon? Do you have a student who is about to obtain his PhD?

Grab the opportunity to announce it in our Newsletter!
Next Newsletter will appear on March 15. The deadline for contributions is March 8. Contact Françoise
Bastin <F.Bastin@ulg.ac.be> with title, abstract and defense date/place.
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Electronic version of the Bulletin

We remind you that it is possible to convert your paper subscription to the Bulletin of the BMS into the
electronic version of the Bulletin.
If you are interested, please contact Philippe Cara by e-mail (pcara@vub.ac.be with bms@ulb.ac.be in
cc) for details.
You will receive a special “subscriber code” with which you can register for the Bulletin of the Belgian
Mathematical Society at Project Euclid (http://projecteuclid.org).
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Job announcements
From ULB

A full time academic position at ULB! See informations at the address
http://wwwdev.ulb.ac.be/greffe/files/5403.pdf
Deadline for application is February 20th, 2017.
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History, maths and art, fiction, jokes, quotations . . .
Book reviews

And as usual, but always to be read with great pleasure, here are some reviews from Adhemar Bultheel.

50 = 21 ⇥ 52
8 ⇥ 1053

⇡
⇡

⇡

(x/a)n + (y/b)n = 1

4⇥4

34 62 = 2916
29 26

= 512 !

51 2

= 10 !

10

=1

@0

e

e

⇡
⌧
⌧ = 2⇡

⇡

(1 + 1/n)n
1/e ⇡ 36.8

Spa, Belgium | June 18-24, 2017

K EYNOTE S PEAKERS
Jason Bell
Patrick Dehornoy
Gunter Malle
Don Passman
Louis Rowen

Wolfgang Rump
Sudarshan Sehgal
Agata Smoktunowicz
Leandro Vendramin
Efim Zelmanov

I NVITED S PEAKERS
Eli Aljadeff
Geoffrey Janssens
Nigel Byott
Yaakov Karasik
Evgeny Khukhro
Francesco Catino
Ferran Cedó
Victoria Lebed
Fabienne Chouraqui
Leo Margolis
Ángel del Río
Tatiana Gateva-Ivanova
Eugenio Giannelli
Ernesto Spinelli

S CIENTIFIC C OMMITTEE
Eli Aljadeff
Ferran Cedó
Eric Jespers
Wolfgang Kimmerle
Jan Okniński
Ángel del Río
Michel Van den Bergh
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